
Egypt	

The Middle and Late Kingdom	


Middle Kingdom	

2040 BCE - 1640 BCE	

(Dynasties XI - XIV)	




Fragmentary head of Senusret III.  Dyn XII.  c. 1860 BCE 
(r. 1878 - 1859 bce) 



Fragmentary head of Senusre III 
•  5th Pharaoh of the 12th dynasty 
•  Portrait embodies the Middle 

Kingdom mode of 
representation. It is a sharp 
break from Old Kingdom. 

•  More naturalistic or realistic 
statues emerge during this 
period such as showing a man 
with often heavy eye-lids  and 
lined continence.  

•  He is portrayed w/  increasing 
"world-weariness".  Sense of 
anxiety, indicative of the times 
is portrayed. 

•  This and other statues seem to 
wish us to believe  Senusret III 
was a king possessed of a 
concerned, serious and  
thoughtful regard for his high 
office. 	




Shifting Aesthetics in Middle Kingdom conti. ���
•  It is much  loser in terms 

of the rigid ideological 
representations of earlier 
kings and illustrates a shift 
in both the function of  art 
and a change in the 
ideology surrounding the 
king.  

•  The  human qualities of 
the statues give a sense of 
age and  tension, rather 
then the all powerful king 
portrayed in older  works. 

•  We see in these statues a 
shift away from the king 
as  god, and more towards 
the king as leader. 	




Rock-cut tombs.  Beni Hasan.  Dyn XII.  c. 1950-1900 BCE 

Rock-cut tombs.  Beni Hasan.  Dyn XII.  c. 1950-1900 BCE 



Rock-cut tombs are indicative of 
Middle Kingdom burials	


•  Replaced the mastabas of 
the Old Kingdom	


•  The tombs are cut into the 
cliffs and bluffs 

•  There are 25 major tombs, 
many of them decorated 
and with their owners 
name, some are small and 
unfinished, others modest 
and unassuming.  

•  Each seems to reflect the 
personality and patronage 
of the tomb's original 
owner.	




Interior hall of rock-cut tomb of Amenemhet.  Beni Hasan.  Dyn 12.  c. 1950-1900 
BCE	




Egypt	


Late Kingdom	

1550 BCE - 1070 BCE	

(Dynasties XII - XX)	




SENMUT. Mortuary temple of Hatshepsut.  Deir el-Bahri.  Dyn 18.  c. 1473-1458 
BCE	




•  Mortuary temples (or memorial temples) 
were temples constructed adjacent to, or in 
the vicinity of, royal tombs in the 
Middle Kingdom and New Kingdom 
periods of Ancient Egypt. The temples 
were designed to commemorate the reign 
of the pharaoh by whom they were built, as 
well as for use by the pharaoh's cult after 
death. 



SENMUT. Mortuary temple of Hatshepsut.  Deir el-
Bahri.  Dyn 18.  c. 1473-1458 BCE 

•  Constructed for female 
Pharaoh 

•  fifth pharaoh of the 
Eighteenth dynasty of 
Ancient Egypt 

•  After her husband, Thutmose 
II died in 1479 bce, she was 
named regent for the boy 
king, the king’s successor, 
but she proclaimed herself 
Pharaoh. 

•  She was cosidered to be the 
daughter of the God Amen-
Rec 

•  Considered the 1st great 
female monarch in recorded 
history."



Hatshepsut with offering jars.  from upper court of her mortuary temple.  
Deir el-Bahri.   c. 1473-1458 BCEe 3-22	




Temple of Ramses II.  Abu Simbel (now relocated).  Dyn 19.  
c. 1290-1224 BCE	






Temple of Ramses II.  Abu Simbel (now relocated).  Dyn 19.  
c. 1290-1224 BCE	




Temple of Ramses II	

•  The temple is dedicated to the most important gods of 

the New Kingdom, Ptah (the creator god of Memphis), 
Amun-Re (the great god of Thebes) and Re-Harakhte 
(sun god of Heliopolis), as well as to the Pharaoh 
Ramses II himself. The four colossi, statues of Ramses 
II (c. 1290-1224 BCE) 

•  The doorway to the interior is 7 meters high. A statue of 
Re-Harakhte with the falcon head is in a niche over the 
entrance. The god is flanked by low relief depictions of 
Ramses II who presents him with a tiny statuette of 
Maat--goddess of Truth and Justice. The cornice above 
the entrance has a frieze design of uraei (the sacred asp) 
and above the cornice there are twenty-two high relief 
statues of seated baboons with their hands. 

 raised in worshipping the sun	




Temple of Ramses II.  Abu Simbel (now relocated).  Dyn 19.  c. 
1290-1224 BCE	




Interior of Temple of Ramses II.  Abu Simbel (now relocated).  Dyn 
19.  c. 1290-1224 BCE 



•  32 ft tall	

•  King in the guise of 

the god Osiris (God of 
the Dead)	




•        Beni Hasan columns	


Male statue columns are 	

Atlantid and female statue	

Columns are caryatid	






•  Pylon Temples: Built in honor of a god(s)/ each king would add to it. 
•  Restored view of Temple of Amen-Re.  Karnak.  beg. 15th C BCE 
•  Artificial lake reference to the primeval waters before creation 
•  Only priests and  pharaohs were allowed in the sanctuary. 



•  Hypostyle hall.  temple of Amen-Re.  Karnak.  Dyn 19.  c. 1290-1224 
BCE 



Model of hypostyle hall.  temple of Amen-Re.  Karnak.  Dyn 19.  c. 1290-1224 BCE 
•  Evidence of the swamp-like origin of columns from earlier impermanent structures 
•  Bud-cluster or bell shaped capitals 

Ev	




Temple of Horus.  Edfu. c. 237-47 BCE 
Great entrance Pylon 



•  Akhenaton.  from temple of  
 Amen-Re.  
 Karnak.  Dyn 18.  c. 1353-1335 
 BCE 

•  Mid 14 century Pharaoh Amenhotep 
IV 

•  Monotheistic-type of worship: 
abandoned worship of most 
Egyptian gods for Aton, sun god 
identified by the sun disk - emitting 
life-giving rays 

•  Birth of the Amarna Period 
•  Moved the capital from Thebes to a 

new capital he called Akhetaton 
•  Claimed to be the son and prophet 

of Aton. 



•  Akhenaton. detail. ���
Dyn 18.   c. 1353-1335 BCE	




•  THUTMOSE.  Nefertiti.  Dyn 18.  
c. 1353-1335 BCE 

•  Nefertiti means “The beautiful 
one is here” 

•  Akhenaton’s Queen 





THUTMOSE.  Nefertiti.���
Dyn.18.1353-1335 BCE	




•  Tiye.  from Gurob. ���
Dyn 18. c.1353-1335 BCE	


•  Akhentaton’s mother	




Akhenaton, Nefertiti, and three daughters,  from Tell el-Amarna.  Dyn 18.  c. 1353-1335 BCE	




•  Innermost coffin of Tutankhamen.  Dyn 18.  c. 1323 BCE 



•  Death mask of Tutankhamen. ���
Dyn 18.  c. 1323 BCE	




•  Mentemhet.  from Karnak. ���
Dyn 26.  c. 650 BCE	



